into the belief of its being a solid tumor. This difficulty was increased by the circumstance that, when the patient strained down, or any fasces lodged behind the septum, the opening was turned up horizontally towards the pubis, and the septum became very tense. This situation of the parts rendered it almost impossible for the faeces to pass through the opening. Great quantities of muco-purulent discharges have long existed, and have tended to impair her strength. The parts affected are exquisitely tender.
Having satisfied myself that this was the nature of the case, and having represented to the patient that an operation might be practised with good hopes of relieving her; that we had something to fear from hemorrhage, and from peritoneal inflammation; but, upon the whole, I thought the danger would not be great, if she would determine on conforming strictly to my directions after the.operation ; she determined to submit to any thing I thought proper to try for her recovery from a situation so truly deplorable.
In the presence of my friends, Drs 
